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Dear Orcas,                                                        
 
Happy New Year to you all. We hope it will be a healthy and successful year for everyone. 
Now, Buckle up, because we are going on a Road Trip to the US of A this term! 
 
Term 3 Learning in Orcas 

This half term the children will be exploring some famous cities and some 
geographical features of the USA. They will be learning about geographical 
features; developing their map skills and learning about Native Americans.  
Lastly, a date for you diaries: our learning celebration will be on Wednesday 
12th February at 1.30. We would like to invite you to help your children build 
New York City (Manhattan) in an afternoon. This will involve junk modeling, 
so please save up any boxes.  

 
 
 
English 
 
Our class text this term is ‘The Indian in the Cupboard’ by Lynn Reid Banks. Our writing 
focus is on developing descriptions of different settings in a narrative and the children will 
also be writing in role. Our grammar focus will be apostrophes and using dialogue in 
narrative writing. We will also be revisiting word classes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mathematics 
  
We will continue learning and developing our multiplication and division skills. We will start 
by learning the 11 and 12 times tables and then using our knowledge of the multiplication 
and division facts to develop our skills using written methods to multiply and divide 
increasingly bigger numbers. We will use our skills to find the area of rectilinear shapes, 
before we start exploring and calculating with fractions.  
 
 
 
 
 

How you can help your child 
 Look for opportunities to talk about maths in the everyday environment. The 
learning overview hand-out from ‘Meet the Teacher’ may help with this.  
 Support your child and give them time to use mental calculation skills in real 
life contexts. 
 Encourage your child to spend 10 minutes each day learning the times 
tables on TTRockstars. 
 

How you can help your child 
 Make sure your child reads daily. Ask if your child can summarise the main events. 
Check these are in the correct chronological order. Remember to complete the reading 
record as evidence.  
 With the topic in mind, do you know anyone who has been on holiday to the USA? 
Can they show your child photographs and tell them about this vast country? 
 Discuss meanings of any new vocabulary they come across. 
 Practise the spellings that are sent home weekly. 
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Science 
 
Our science topic this term is ‘States of Matter’. We will be exploring the differences between 
solids, liquids and gases and how we can change the state of matter. Important words to 
focus on are ‘condensation’ and ‘evaporation’. 
 
 
PE  
 
PE will be taught by Mr Sayer on a Friday afternoon. Please ensure that your child has a 
named PE kit in school. We are also starting our swimming sessions this term. Information 
has been sent home about this separately. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you have any queries do not hesitate to contact us. 
 
Mrs Smout and Miss Leach 
 

Termly Homework Project 
This term we would like you to choose one project (or more if you would like!) 
from the attached list over the page.  



  Rye Community Primary School 

“A Gateway to learning” 

 

Orcas  3 

 
 
 

 



  Rye Community Primary School 

“A Gateway to learning” 

 

Orcas  4 

 
 
 



  Rye Community Primary School 

“A Gateway to learning” 

 

Orcas  5 

 

 



  Rye Community Primary School 

“A Gateway to learning” 

 

Orcas  6 

 



  Rye Community Primary School 

“A Gateway to learning” 

 

Orcas  7 

 


