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Dear Orcas,                                                        
 
After a wet and windy half-term holiday we are ready to start a wet topic: The Blue Abyss. 
For this topic we are in the process of finalising details for a trip to the aquarium. If there are 
any parents willing to volunteer to join us on this trip, then please let the school office know. 
The trip will take place on 24th March. More details to follow.  
 
 

 
Term 4 Learning in Orcas 

This half term the children will be exploring the oceans, seas and 
waterways. We will continue to develop our map skills in Geography and 
we will be learning about different layers of the ocean. In science we will 
be looking at habitats and how humans and other animals affect the 
habitat of living things. We will also look at how humans impact the 
environment and how we can help to protect it.  

 
 
English 
 
Our class texts this term are ‘Flotsam’ by David Weisner, ‘Selkie’ by Gillian McClure and 
‘Can you catch a mermaid’ by Jane Ray. These are all picture books, which we have chosen 
to help develop the quality of the children’s sentences and overall narrative. Our writing 
focus is on dilemmas in narrative, direct and indirect speech. We will also write poetry. Our 
grammar focus will be apostrophes and using dialogue in narrative writing. We will also be 
revisiting word classes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mathematics 
  
We will continue learning and developing our multiplication and division skills. We will start 
by learning the 11 and 12 times tables and then using our knowledge of the multiplication 
and division facts to develop our skills using written methods to multiply and divide 
increasingly bigger numbers. We will use our skills to find the area of rectilinear shapes, 
before we start exploring and calculating with fractions.  
 

How you can help your child 
 Make sure your child reads daily. Ask if your child can summarise the main events. 
Check these are in the correct chronological order. Remember to complete the reading 
record as evidence.  
 With the topic in mind, do you know anyone who has diving experience? Can they 
share their adventures with your child or even the whole class?! 
 Discuss meanings of any new vocabulary they come across. 
 Practise the spellings that are sent home weekly. 
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Science 
 
Our science topic this term is ‘All Living Things’. We are going to learn about life processes, 
habitats and food chains; for this we want to build dioramas with the children. Could you 
please provide a shoebox sized box for your child to use? Thank you.  
 
 
PE  
 
PE will be taught by Mr Sayer on a Monday afternoon. Please ensure that your child has a 
named PE kit in school. Thank you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Important dates:  
 
World Book Day: 5th March 2020 – dress up day 
Trip to Blue Reef Aquarium: w/c 23rd March 2020 – letter to follow 
Learning celebration: 2nd April 2020 – 2.15pm 
 
If you have any queries do not hesitate to contact us. 
 
Mrs Smout and Miss Leach 
 

How you can help your child 
 Look for opportunities to talk about maths in the everyday environment. The 
learning overview hand-out from ‘Meet the Teacher’ may help with this.  
 Support your child and give them time to use mental calculation skills in real 
life contexts. 
 Encourage your child to spend 10 minutes each day learning the times 
tables on TTRockstars. 
 

Termly Homework Project 
This term we would like you to choose one project (or more if you would like!) 
from the attached list over the page.  
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