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Can I use direct and reported speech?



DIRECT AND
REPORTED SPEECH

Steps to success

• I can use reported speech

• I can use a quote

• I can use informal language



REPORTED SPEECH

• When you use witness statements, you do not always 

have to write it as dialogue, using speechmarks. 

• Reported speech is when you retell what someone 

told you. 

• Example: Yesterday mum said we could go to the

woods to walk the dog but it started to rain so we 

didn’t. 
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THE DUNGEONS

You can read this yourself or watch Mrs 

Smout read this on ClassDojo.



REPORTED SPEECH

• What would you tell your friends about the dungeons 

after escaping? 

• Write your ideas in the first box

1. 2.



REPORTED SPEECH

• Use the online thesaurus to find words that mean the 

same as ‘witness’. 

• Write them in the second box. 

1. 2.

https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english-thesaurus


REPORTED SPEECH

Model

• One source (who wishes to remain anonymous) told us 

how this callous killer has dungeons filled with magical folk.

Your turn

• Choose your own word for ‘witness’ and explain what your 

witness saw in the dungeons. 

• It is reported speech, so you do not need speech marks.



DIRECT SPEECH

• When you quote a person, writing down their exact 

words, you are using direct speech. 

• You need to use speech marks.

• Do you remember the rules for using speech marks?



DIRECT SPEECH

• Gather some informal language. 

• Words that we would use everyday when we speak, 

but not when we write. 

• For example: kinda, OMG, gonna, innit, coz

• Write your examples in the third box.

1. 2.

3.



DIRECT SPEECH

Model

• “This woman is Hundo P crazy!” informed our source. “She 

reckons she wants to get rid of magic – whatever! She’s just 

there hating on us with that magic-sucking stone of hers.” 

Your turn

• Choose informal language and write down your impression 

of Queen Sychorax. Make it sound like someone is talking.

• Remember to use speech marks. 



DIRECT SPEECH

• Pretend we are going to ask the Encanzo, the king of 
magical people, about his opinion about the posters 
and threats of the Iron Warriors. 

• First, he needs to calm people down. Write down what 
you think he might say in box 4.

• Then he will remind everyone how strong wizards are. 
Write down what you think he might say in box 5.

• Remember he is a king, so will speak in a posh manner.

• You need to use formal language.
1. 2.

3.

4. 5.



DIRECT SPEECH

Model

• When asked if we should be worried about the Warrior 
Queen’s threats, Encanzo (King of Wizards) told us, 
“Nobody cried for the Witches as they are bad magic – the 
worst! But Sychorax doesn’t realise, magic cannot be 
destroyed, it can only be hidden!”

Your turn

• Choose formal language and write down what you think 
the king of wizards will say. 

• Remember to use speech marks. 


